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Exercise 1

Consider one of the group projects, not your own. Write a critique of the project by addressing the
following possible points (others are allowed):

• What was the topic under discussion?

• What is the context of the presentation (e.g., related methods, computation, data sets)?

• What interesting questions did the presentation address?

• What interesting questions were left open by the presentation?

• What about the presentation inspired you to learn more?

• Comment on the method and style of communication. What was most effective and why?

The goal of this assignment is to mirror critiques (constructive, of course) you might make of a colleague’s
work or a scholarly paper. By going through an analysis of the work of others, we learn how to do better
work ourselves. Remember to be precise and respectful.

The critiques of the projects will not be shared with anyone other than the instructor, nor will they impact
instructor grading. The exercise is entirely for the benefit of the critique writer.

The format of the critique should be an English language essay, not to exceed 3 typed, double-spaced
pages. References and calculations are welcome.
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